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Introduction 

The essence of NEEDS (National 
Economic Empowerment and 
Development Strategies) is to gather the 
resources of Nigeria to make a major break 
with the failure of the past and give a 
united and prosperous nation to the 
generation to come (Obasanjo, 2004). 
NEED according to National Planning 
Commission (2004) is out to yield wealth 
creation, bring employment, reducing 
poverty and value orientation. In this, 
Nigeria in her NEEDS programme 
recognizes the significance of children by 
making the alleviation of the education  
system a priority. The programmes core 
values also recognize the importance of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
self-confidence and moral courage hence, 
the introduction of Universal Basic 
Education (UBE). To make this a reality 
Nigeria has included in her Philosophy of 
Education (Federal Government of 
Nigeria, 2004), should endeavour to 
implement her education on her believes 
that: there is the need for the formulation 
of ideas, their integration for national 
development, and the interaction of 
persons and ideas are all aspects of 
education; education brings the worth and 
development of the individual, for each 
individual’s sake, and for the general good 
and development of the society. 
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Abstract 
The reason for NEEDS (National Economic Empowerment and 
Development Strategies) is to gather the resources of Nigeria to make a 
major break with the failure of the past. And for a nation to grow and 
witness development she must give the right values and education that 
can develop the youth into a sound and effective citizen. This paper 
focus on what parents can do to imbibe the spirit of entrepreneurship 
which will empower the youth for tomorrow challenges. It also listed 
several programs resources that can help encourage the youth, in 
entrepreneurial pursuit. It concludes that even if the youngster doesn’t 
turn out to be a multi-millionaire, yet they will have a better 
understanding of economic realities. The paper recommended among 
others that parents should encourage their children to start business as 
short-term encourage their children to start business as short-term 
ventures to keep them from boring out when they loose interest. 
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For a nation to grow and of course 
witness development she must give the 
right value and education that can develop 
the youth into a sound and effective citizen 
and fully integrating the individual youth 
into the community. There should be 
inculcation of the right type of values and 
attitudes for the survival of the individual 
and the Nigerian society. There is also the 
need to impact appropriate skill and 
develop mental, physical and social 
abilities and competences as equipment for 
the youth to live and contribute to the 
development of the society. 
The formal school setting cannot achieve 
these all alone; it requires the co-operative 
efforts of the parents right from the home. 
“Charity begins at home …” says a 
maxim; the education of the child should 
start from the home as children spend more 
time in the home than in the school. Train 
a child … when he grows, he will not 
depart from it, the Bible. The type of 
education given to a child in the home goes 
a long way in the development of the child. 
Parents should spend their time in giving 
vocational business education to their 
children to complement the general 
education they are receiving in the formal 
schools. Youth who value hard work and 
who realize that one cannot have 
something for nothing should be trained in 
life pursuits. As NEEDS creates 
opportunities for self-employment and 
wealth creation. They should be 
encouraged and empowered to make do 
with advantage of these opportunities by 
creating a system of incentives that reward 
hard work and by investing in education 
that will assist them in entrepreneurial 

pursuits. Since privatizations and 
commercialization has been given topmost 
priority in the reform agenda of the 
government, parents need to complement 
the general education given to our children 
by building in them the vocational and 
entrepreneurial skill required for their 
entrepreneurial pursuits for them to survive 
as private investor. 
 
Statement of the Problem 

Could a child become a successful 
entrepreneur? Most of the successful 
entrepreneurs today were found to be 
successful as a result of the kind of 
orientation and training they receive from 
their parents. Research has shown that 
entrepreneurial traits come from a child at 
a very young age; often by the time they 
get to high school. Many of the children at 
the pre-secondary school level demonstrate 
entrepreneurial qualities such as a taste for 
risk taking, creative problem-solving 
abilities, and high internal motivation to 
succeed. Unfortunately, as children grow 
older, many lose that entrepreneurial spark. 
Report shows that by the time teenagers 
graduate from school, only few actively 
use the same entrepreneurial skills (Gutner, 
1994). It is on this premise that this paper 
is developed to examine the roles that 
parents could play in the entrepreneurial 
pursuit of their children. 
 
Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this paper is as follows; 
 Find out the role parents could play in 

inhibiting entrepreneurial skill in their 
children. 
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 Find out how parent can support their 
young entrepreneurs. 

 
Research Questions 

In order to achieve the purpose of 
this work, the following research questions 
shall be used to solve the problem of the 
study; 
a) What should parents do to 

cultivate entrepreneurial abilities 
in their children? 

b) In what ways can parents support 
their young entrepreneurs? 

c) What are the essential business 
plan and common stumbling 
blocks to success? 

 
Research Hypothesis 
1. Male and female respondents do 

not differ significantly in their 
view regarding what should 
parents do to cultivate 
entrepreneurial abilities in their 
children. 

2. Respondents do not differ 
significantly in their views 
regarding what ways can parents 
support their young entrepreneurs. 

 
Method 

This study was a survey directed 
towards eliciting the opinions of parents in 
Delta State regarding the role of parent in 
the empowerment of youth through 
entrepreneurial education. A total of 137 
parents who are teachers in 15 government 
schools formed the subject of the study. A 
structured questionnaire developed by the 
researcher was administered on the 
subjects. And this was a 5 point rating 

scale of Strongly Agree (SA) = 5 points, 
Agree (A) = 4 points, Undecided (U) = 3 
points, Disagree (D) = 2 points and 
Strongly Disagree (D) = I point. It was 
validated by business education experts 
from Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka 
and Edo State University, Ekpoma. The 
reliability coefficient was established 
through a pilot survey of 14 business 
educators from Delta State University, 
Abraka and Federal College of Education 
(Technical), Asaba, who were not part of 
the study population. Data generated from 
the pilot survey were analyzed with 
Churmbech Alpha as recommended in 
Borg and Gell (1983) and reliability 
coefficient of 0.71 was obtained. Out of 
the 136 copies of instrument distributed 
personally by the researcher with the help 
of five assistants, 114, representing 83.8% 
were retrieved within the time frame. Data 
obtained were analyzed with the arithmetic 
mean and standard deviation to answer the 
research question while the t-test statistic 
was adopted to test the null hypothesis at 
0.05 level of significance. A mean value of 
2.49 and below indicated respondents’ 
disagreement with an item. A calculated t-
value that is equal to or greater than the 
table value was considered significant and 
the null hypothesis rejected while a 
calculated t-value that is less than the table 
value was considered non-significant and 
the null hypothesis not rejected. 
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Data Analysis  
Table 1: Respondents’ rating on 
what should the parent do to cultivate 
entrepreneurial abilities in their children. 
 
  Ways Means  SD  Decisi

on 
1  Encourage the 

children by 
demonstrating 
the benefit of 
being an 
entrepreneur. 

404  0.69  Agreed 

2  Display 
posters of 
children using 
computer as a 
means of 
entrepreneurial 
skill 

3.81  0.93  Agreed 

        
3  Support the 

needs to let the 
children know 
and develop a 
strong 
analytical skill 

3.70  0.99  Agreed 

4  Show films of 
entrepreneurs 
at work 

3.64  1.02  Agreed 

5  Hold 
entrepreneurial 
week often 

4.38  0.61  Agreed 

        
6  Invite 

professionals 
to speak to the 
children 

4.49  0.58  Agreed 

        
7  Organize 

occupational 
counseling 
with experts 

4.45  0.58  Agreed 

        
8  Take children 

on excursion to 
entrepreneurs’ 
ventures. 

4.45  0.58  Agreed 

        
9  Promote 

programme on 
radio and 
television. 

3.93  0.82  Agreed 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

        

10  Parents 
should be 
informed of 
employmen
t prospects. 

4.04  0.74  Agreed  

             Grand Mean = 4.09 

 
Result of table 1 show that six 

items have the mean value of 4.04 and 
above while four have mean value of 3.64 
and above. The respondents considered all 
ten items as suitable role and support 
parents could give to their children 
empowering the youth through 
entrepreneurial education. Three items 
stand out with mean scores of 4.45 and 
4.49 to show how significant the 
respondents views. 
 
Table 2: t-test result of effect of gender on 
respondents views 

Gender Number Mean SD T 
Males 66 4.15 0.23  
    2.475 
Female 48 4.06 0.12  

 
df = 112, P = 0.05, t-calculated = 2,475, 
table 1,984 
 
Table 2 shows that the calculated t of 
2.475 is greater than the table value of 
1.984. This means significance difference 
and the hypothesis was rejected. 
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Table 3: t-test results of effect of status 
(head teacher/ teacher)   views of 
respondent 
 
Gender 

 
Number 

 
Mean 

 
SD 

 
T 

Head 
teachers 

17 4.26 0.03  

    -
5.783 

Teacher 97 4.09 0.12  
 
df = 112, P = 0.05, f-calculated = 5.783, 
table t = 1.984 
 
Table 3 shows that the calculated t of -
5.783 is greater than the table t value of 
1.984. This means significant different and 
the null hypothesis was rejected. 
 
Discussion 

The need to examine the role 
parent can play in empowerment of youth 
through entrepreneurial education is 
clearly seen in the views of the 
respondents. Excursion is an exerting 
method which parents can use in 
empowering the youth. Its use in 
combination with inviting professionals to 
speak with the youth and of course 
organize counselling in entrepreneurship 
education will have an outstanding 
implication for youth empowerment and 
national development. 
 
Conclusion 

This paper tried to examine the 
role that parents could play in the 
entrepreneurial pursuits of their children, 
the benefits of encouraging and supporting 
a child in entrepreneurial ventures, if the 

young entrepreneur is successful, there 
could be large monetary rewards. Yet, 
even if the youngster doesn’t turn out to be 
a multi-millionaire, there are many more 
benefits to raising an entrepreneurial child. 
Young entrepreneurs learn money-
management skills, better understand 
economic realities, develop a strong work 
ethics, learn to manage time, people and 
resources, and understand the value of a 
dollar (Gite, 1990). Above all empowering 
youths in entrepreneurship pursuits will 
lead to economic growth and development 
in the area of national income earnings, 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Gross 
National Product (GNP), and finally bring 
improvement to the standard of living. 
This perhaps, is the greatest reason to 
empower youths through entrepreneurship 
education. 
 
Recommendations 

In spite of the challenges, parents 
must work hard to promote and cultivate 
entrepreneurial abilities in their children. 
 Parents should encourage their 

children to start their business as short-
term ventures to keep them from 
boring out too fast when they loose 
interest. One way to accomplish this 
might be to limit a child’s enterprise to 
a vacation or holiday period. 

 Children are prone to making 
communication that can’t follow 
through on. Parents should keep young 
entrepreneurs from running 
relationships with business contracts 
and to teach them responsibility, 
parents should sit down with children 
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and decide how much work they can 
realistically accomplish. 

 To avoid relying on parental handouts, 
children should be encouraged to find 
a way to at least cover their costs, and 
charge accordingly from them. 

 Adoption of all the identified ways by 
head teachers and teachers is strongly 
recommended. 
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